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Unit I Overview
Content Area: Digital Music
Unit Title: Writing and Arranging Music
Target Course/Grade Level:  7
Unit Summary:
Students will learn about reading music on the grand staff, including note reading and rhythm
notation. Then, they will use music writing software Noteflight to input music onto the staff,
followed by the exporting/importing of this music into music arrangement software
Soundation where they will create their own Theme and Variations arrangement.

Student Learning Objectives
Students will:

● Identify music notation on the grand staff
● Place music notation in the correct position on the grand staff
● Identify various rhythm notation, including whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, and dotted

notes and rests
● Input music notation using notation software Noteflight.
● Export completed music notation for the song Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star to be used in

music arrangement software.
● Upload completed music notation from Noteflight into music arrangement software

Soundation.
● Create an original Theme and Variations arrangement on Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star using

Audio Loops and Sound FX loops.
● Present their completed arrangement to the class.

Related Content (Add interdisciplinary standards here. See
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/)

ELA/Literacy:
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the
texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect
9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific
purpose.

Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards

1.3A.8.Cr2b Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal
rhythmic phrases, melodic phrases, and harmonic sequences.



1.3A.8.Pr6b Demonstrate performance decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire, behavior) and audience
etiquette appropriate for venue, purpose, context, and style.

1.3A.8.Cr1a a - Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic
accompaniments within basic forms (e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and expanded
forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, and codas) that convey expressive intent.
Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).

1.3A.8.Cn1
1a

Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Essential Questions

● Can students effectively demonstrate their
knowledge of Theme and Variations form in
music and the arts?

● Can students take a song and arrange it into
Theme and Variations form using the digital
music program Soundation?

● Can students use music notation software
Noteflight to transcribe the tune of "Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star" from written sheet music
into their own file?

● Can students recognize and understand the
various music vocabulary needed to read and
write music?

Enduring Understandings

● Input music notation using notation
software Noteflight.

● Demonstrate their knowledge of
Theme and Variations form through
class discussions, and arranging a
song in Soundation.

● Create an original arrangement in
Theme and Variations form using
music software Soundation

● Identify and understand various
music vocabulary needed in music
notation.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …

● Study various music vocabulary terms relevant to music careers, notation, instrumentation,
performing groups and form.

● Use music software Musition to identify music notation and placement on the grand staff
● Input music notation on the grand staff for the song Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star using

music notation software Noteflight
● Create an original arrangement in music arrangement software Soundation on the song

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, which will be uploaded from Noteflght.
● Present their arrangement to the class.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:

Students will complete assessments on note values and notation using music software Musition.
Students will input music notation into music software Noteflight to demonstrate their

understanding of music notation.

Summative Assessment
Students will create an arrangement on the song Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.

Alternative Assessment:



Students will compete in an online quiz on music notation and note and rest values with
classmates using the website Kahoot.

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  
Students will present their original arrangement on Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star with accurate

notation and demonstrating an understanding of music arrangement software Soundation.

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

–weeks
This unit plan is based on a 20-day rotation.  Each 7th grade student will be taught this
unit when they come to Digital Music during the 2021-2022 school year.  The length and
time it takes to complete each portion of the unit varies with each class, depending on
the individual group dynamic and the needs of the students.  The following is an overview
of what will be covered:
- Re-introduction to Digital Music and the computer lab/performing arts space.  Students
will sign in to their computers, set their mouse to the desired settings, and have an
introduction to saving images they find in their photos after Google Image searching.
They will also learn how to change their desktop and screensaver settings by accessing
the images they found and saved through their Google Image search.  Then they will sign
into their K-12 accounts and set up a Google classroom for Digital Music.

Day 1/2

- Students will receive a list of music terms in a Google Doc, which they will learn
together as a class.  Then, each student will study those terms on their own and
practice defining them using the online education site, Quizlet, which reinforces
their knowledge of those terms. This is their “Do Now”/opening activity. 
Quizlet.com - Music Vocab LMS. They will also learn about note values and pitch
recognition.  They will use software Musition to practice retaining these skills. 7th
Grade Music Vocabulary List

Days 2-7

- Students will learn about the musical form: Theme and Variations.  We will be exploring
this form throughout the duration of the rotation.  First, we will view and discuss three
examples of Theme and Variations: Music - Mozart; Dance: Balanchine; Art: Brice Marden,
which can be found on their Google Classroom.  Then, students will be given a printed
copy of the written notation for Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.  Using music notation
software Noteflight, they will then input the notes into the program.  I will assess each of
their songs to be sure that they input all of the notation correctly.  After this is completed,
students will export the song as a MIDI file to be used in music performance software
Soundation.  Star Song.pdf

Days 8-13

- Students will import their Midi file of "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star" into music
performance program Soundation to create their own original Theme and Variations
arrangements.  Here, they will label the various sections of their arrangements including
Intro, Theme, Fill, Variation 1, Fill, Variation 2, and Ending, and alter the performance
instruments (default of piano to any other instrument in the instrument library).  After
that, they will add drum loops, instrument loops, sound effects and an appropriate
ending, such as a "fade out".  During this process, they will work individually as well as in

Days 14-18

https://docs.google.com/a/plps-k12.org/document/d/1CmdrD0a6A9lQkOemQIfX5gyi6FzwCw4g281aM5ap_AY/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/a/plps-k12.org/document/d/1CmdrD0a6A9lQkOemQIfX5gyi6FzwCw4g281aM5ap_AY/edit?usp=drive_web
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/documents/HA89dXC96heXQG9ffP/12508625-13415956/downloadFile.aspx


pairs to give positive feedback and encouragement to one another.Star Song Assignment
Copy
- Students will present or “perform” their Theme and Variations arrangements for the
entire class on the Smart TV.  Afterwards, they will save their arrangements as an MP3 file
on their desktop and upload them into their Google Classroom.

Days 19-22

Extension Lesson(s)

Additional Related Lessons

Teacher Resources:
Music First Classroom – Noteflight, Soundation, Musition
Google Classroom
Google Docs
Smart TV
Laptop
Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

https://app.oncoursesystems.com/documents/XA2ddSFA29fPHA8dfQ/14639051-13415956/downloadFile.aspx
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/documents/XA2ddSFA29fPHA8dfQ/14639051-13415956/downloadFile.aspx
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/

